
Programme

Moderators:  Lucrezia Gigante and Alice Chautard
15:00 – 15:05:  Welcome and Introduction (Eriberto Eulisse) 

Panel:
15:05 – 15:25:  Rashad Salim and Hannah Lewis, Safina Projects
15:25 – 15:40:  Nabil Musa, Waterkeepers Iraq-Kurdistan
15:40 – 15:55:  Dr Muntather al-Hassani, Al-Turath Al-Sha’bi journal / Shanashil Foundation
15:55 – 16:00:  Break

Discussion:
16:00 – 16:20:  Roundtable Discussion with panel presenters and invited discussants, including  
 Isber Sabrine, Heritage for Peace, Prof. Daniel Potts, Institute for the Study  
 of the Ancient World, New York University, and Maurizio Ulliana, Museum of River 
 Navigation,  Battaglia Terme
16:20 – 16:40:  Q&A with audience
16:40 – 16:45:  Closing Remarks (Eriberto Eulisse)

This webinar is organised by IHE Delft in cooperation with the Global Network of Water Museums and Safina 
Projects (Iraq), with support of the Dutch Ministry of Infrastructure and Water Management, as part of the new 
series of webinars titled ‘When Waters Speak’.

Towards an open MuseuM of waTer CulTure

Wednesday 20th December 2023
3,00 – 4,45 pm CET

This webinar will bring together an international 
panel of artists and cultural activists, makers and 
scholars to discuss the Open Museum Initiative 
for Water Culture, an art-led project for the 
protection and revitalization of water heritage 
in the Fertile Crescent and Arabian Peninsula. 
From its hub in Basra, at the confluence of the 
Tigris-Euphrates river system and the Gulf, the 
Open Museum Initiative reaches out to connect 
regionally via the flow of the waters and their 
history and heritage of traditional practices, 
archaeological and geological remains, and 
archival records: visual, textual and oral.

Programme
Moderator:  Lucrezia Gigante
02:00 – 02:05: Opening remarks by Emanuele Fantini (TBC), IHE Delft, Netherlands
02:05 – 02:10:  Introduction by Alexander Otte and Jorge Ellis (TBC), UNESCO-IHP: Water sustainability  
 education in the frame of IHP Phase 9 (2022-29)
02:10 – 02:25:  Chhavi Mathur, Living Waters Museum, India
02:25 – 02:35:  Vicky Malotidi, MIO-ECSDE, Greece
02:35 – 02:45:  Samoura Alassane, Musée de l’Eau de Ouagadogou, Burkina Faso
02:45 – 02:55:  Judith Schwartzstein, Catskill Water Discovery, US
02:55 – 03:05:  Evelyn Arias, Museum of the Albear Aqueduct, Havana, Cuba
03:05 – 03:15:  Jihad Chitaouy, Musée de la Civilisation de l’Eau au Maroc, Marrakech, Morocco
03:15 – 03.25:  Margarida Filipe, Museu da Água e do Património Histórico, Lisbon, Portugal
03:25 – 03.35:  María José Olmos Rodrigo, Tribunal de les Aigües, Valencia, Spain
03:35 – 03:45:  Roundtable Discussion with Sara Ahmed, Alexander Otte and Jorge Ellis: Challenges and 
 opportunities to build an online repository of educational resources on water & sustainability
03:45 – 03:55:  Q&A
03:55 – 04:00:  Closing Remarks (Eriberto Eulisse)

This webinar is organized as the first outcome of the Education Working Group that met at the 4th International 
Conference of WAMU-NET in Marrakech and to share the results of the Living Waters Museum’s project titled Water 
Classrooms (as part of a global endeavour called Transforming Education for Sustainable Futures, funded by Global 
Challenges UK through partners in the UK, India and Africa, see: www.waterclassrooms.in and www.tesf.network).

WHEN WATERS SPEAK

Abu Sawbat Heritage Boat Club, Chibayish, Iraq (Rashad Salim/© Safina 
Projects, 2023)
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