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www.salinaprojects.org www.arkforiraq.org www.omiwatercultures.org [under construction]







A000 m

3000

2500 m

2000 m-
1500 m
1000 my
750 m
500 myy
400 m

300 m
200 1y

100

0

Laka Yamy
e 35 i Lake Urpnis

__’C-sxhenb—hﬂ

i ( 1 ”“’)‘ by
~ B
ok 3

e
; o BTy
3 SNppE
_wae \ =S
3&_"«5:\4{93-‘??‘-

I PERSANGUE.

v/
t !
o
. \

The Assyrian Empire
(c. 1500-627 B.C.)

| Empire of Ashurbanipal, 668-627 B.C.
Empire of Sargon I, 721-70S5 B.C.
Empire of Shalamaneser |ll, 858-824 B.C.
Empire of Tiglath-Pileser |, 1114-1076 B.C.;
Assyria, ¢, 1500 B.C.
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The Uruk Countryside

The Natural Setting of Urban Societies

Robert McC. Adams and
Hans J. Nissen
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“Had there been an Ark and if one
were to build an Ark, it would be of its
time and place (and) incorporate the
best of past and present for a future
worth living .” Rashad Salim o~

GuffdReed Boat Kelek

Visualizations: Perspective and Aerial View

“Safina”
[experimental
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Components of the Ark: Core with Superstructure

e—— Central well shaft
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Stanchions support Central Guffa Reed Bundle Columns
Reed Bundle Columns accommodates the Ark Hearth and Arches form the
Ark Superstructure
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Ark For Iraq
programme

A series of grant-funded projects during the past 8 years has delivered:

+ A comprehensive survey and study of traditional and historical inland
watercraftin Iraq

+ A programme to revive the construction and use of heritage boats,
including Guffa, Shasha, Zaima, Isbiya / Kaiya, Delil, Tarada,
Meshouf, Chilaika, Nawfilia, Teksi, Houri, Barkash, Ka’ed, Danek,
Kelek, Ashari Balam, Groofi, Saaja, Dawwariya, Mizraq, Shekhtour,
Baghdadi Balam, Muhaila, Jendoul
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Phase 3: Ark for Iraq O‘Qf
2021-25 .
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https://www.watermuseums.net/
https://www.watermuseums.net/

Exhibitions

Open Museum Initiative for Water Cultures (Basra Hub)

Maritime Heritage Gallery at Basra Centre for Manuscripts & Heritage
Iragi Maritime Heritage Touring Exhibition

Rivers Connect Us exhibition at Paia Agency, Sulaymaniyah

Maritime Heritage exhibition at Diwaniya Memory Archive

’
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- Basra Centre for Manuscripts and
: A Heritage — Maritime Exhibition &
gaba it iy . Reference Library




Iragi Maritime Heritage
Touring Exhibition




Boat Clubs

Iraqgi Heritage Boat Clubs Network:
Babylon

Baghdad

Basra

Chibayish

Diwaniya

Midaina

Sulaymaniyah / Dukan

Suq al-Shuyukh

Boat club members/participants: 479

Water Scouts

In July 2025, the Basra Scouting Association — a
registered NGO — officially changed its name to
the Water Scouting Association.

Gained the approval of the Ministry of
Education’s Iragi Scouting Council to act as the
coordinating body for Water Scouts initiatives
across Iraq.

This development gives the programme national
recognition and ensures that Water Scouts can
grow as a youth movement, connecting local
communities to their rivers, wetlands, and
cultural heritage
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Launch of
Sulaymaniyah-Dukan
Heritage Boat Club,
July 2023




Iraqi Water Scouts Initiative
launched November 2024
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Water Governance: ’Q\ Vo

Heritage in Addressing
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The Relevance of Cultural ;’ A

Climate Change W«‘ ‘
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God bless those who know whence they came, where they be, and where they are going. - Imam Ali (PBUH)

Cultural heritage is
an inspiration and
compass for past,
present and future
generations.

Jewad Selim Mediha Omari
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FIRST EDITION OF MEDIEVAL ROUTES

FESTIVAL TO BE o TR TO MECCA

LAUNCHED

— Baghdad and Basra
to Makkah :
(Kufa to Makkah: Zbalaye
Darb Zubauda)
o0 Way stations

al-Tha'alabiyya

Fayd The Gulf
Samira PSS RS
DR SAAD AL-RASH

al-Nugra Riyadh
°

Madina

E GoYi P T

Red Sea
Aydhab e Jeddah
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ARABIA

Makkah
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Launch of Diwaniya boat marathon, 2024
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Thank you to all our Partners
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And thank you to our hosts in Brasilia
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| Agéncia Reguladora de Aguas, Energia
b - ’ GLOBAL NETWORK M I N e Saneamento Basico do Distrito Federal
™ INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE A}
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