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Keepers of the waters 



Water Talks 
Look at water. Watch what she

really does, and learn



Rainwater harvesting: rain barrels



Rainwater harvesting: Capturing roof runoff



Rainwater harvesting: Capturing roof runoff



Homemade carbon filter



● Water Iris are one of the best aquatic plants to remove toxins from water. Iris add 
a splash of color to the pond in early spring when other plants are not yet 
blooming. 

● Taro roots have a large surface area to help take up nutrients from the water.
● Canna come in many varieties and adds beauty, color and interest, while helping 

to remove nutrients, heavy metals and toxins from the water in your pond.
● Pickerel Rush is a staple in the water garden world. Pickerel Rush is a tall and 

stately plant with striking foliage and bottle brush flowers in pink, blue and white.
● Watercress does an amazing job of cleaning impurities from the pond, is edible 

and is a lovely green plant that adds texture and interest to your water garden.
● Water Celery is a marginal pond plant with light green, cream and pink coloration.
● Water Hyacinths are a true floating plant with thick, bulbous, emerald- green 

foliage and heavenly lavender flowers. The water hyacinths do an amazing job of 
pulling toxins, impurities, sediment and extra nutrients from the water

● Water Lettuce is another true floating plant that helps to purify your pond water.
● Hornwort is an oxygenator that grows beneath the surface of the water. Hornwort 

aids in algae elimination by taking up extra nutrients from the water.



Mapping: Living Waters of Larimer



Mapping: Living Waters of Larimer



Cleaning water with plants, sunlight & movement: Living Water Garden



Cleaning water with plants, sunlight & movement: Living Water Garden



Water collection: Living Water Garden wetlands section



Educating children about connectivity: City of Lakes Waldorf School



Rehydrating the Earth



Rehydrating the Earth: Proposed restoration of the Po River




