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A book on River Culture at global scale:
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> Transfer of biotic adaptive strategies, traditional ecological knowledge
and innovative solutions into a sustainable riverscape management
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125 authors from 24 countries, 42% female authors
36 chapters, > 900 pages

28 chapters on river case studies from 4 continents (Africa
6, Asia 7, Americas 6, Europe 9)

2 chapters on artist's perspectives, 1 chapter on gender
equality

5 chapters on socioecological concepts and on riverscape
management in the anthropocene



Localization of the river case studies
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The River Culture
Concept:
learn from the river
to live with the river
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River Culture

Life as a dance to the rhythm of the waters

SHORT SUMMARY
Back to life in the rhythm of the waters

The global crises of biodiversity and cultural diversity are interdependent, especially so in rivers.
While we know that 84% of the freshwater fauna has disappeared between 1970 and 2014, the
loss in cultural diversity connected to the river and its floodplain (e.g., spiritual linkages,
traditional use forms, adapted architecture, etc.) is as yet unknown.

84% loss

of biodiversity in

This book makes a first attempt to deal with biological and cultural diversities altogether,

depicting the bio-cultural diversities, historical human-river relationships, threats, and practical :'l;e::m::f;’l
examples of how to mitigate the crisis in riverscapes. More than 120 authors present consequences are

interdisciplinary studies from river systems all over the world, and explore overarching issues on
river management in the Anthropocene.

unknown

Modern societies increasingly re-integrate the river into their lifestyle, driven by citizens’
movements and/or by governments

Practitioners and scientists in landscape and urban planning, ecologists, sociologists, NGOs and
governments are invited to disseminate the positive examples presented here, to document their
own work, and to contribute to a more harmonious and peaceful life in riverscapes.

‘Since wars begin in the minds of men
and women it is in the minds of men and

women that the defences of peace must
be constructed’




This book will soon be available as free download @
UNESCO publishing, the site for download will be
soon communicated to all WAMU-net members.

Wantzen, K.M. (ed., 2022): River Culture — Life as a
dance to the rhythm of the waters. UNESCO
publishing, Paris, 902 pp, ISBN 978-92-3-100540-4



